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Dear Ms Clarke

SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
Application for Planning Permission

Proposal: Installation of a renewable energy led generating station comprising of 
ground-mounted solar arrays, associated electricity generation 
infrastructure and other ancillary infrastructure comprising of storage 
containers, access tracks, fencing, gates and CCTV together with the 
creation of a woodland, landscaping and biodiversity enhancements

Site address: Land To The North-East Of Childerley Farm  Childerley Estate Childerley 
CB23 8BA

Your client: Mr Gareth Hawkins Solarcentury Limited

Further in the above matter, please find enclosed our formal decision notice relating to 
your client’s application for planning permission. Please be sure to remind your client that 
the scheme should be carried out in line with the approved plans. This will avoid the need 
for any enforcement action.
 
Making changes to the approved plans

In the event that you wish to change your proposal, please contact your case officer who 
will advise you on whether the change can be dealt with as a “non-material” or “material” 
amendment. In either case you will have to complete a form and provide fresh drawings.

Important information regarding conditions

If you have been granted Planning Permission / Listed Building Consent  / Advertisement 
Consent  you may wish to get started immediately, however it is always important to 
carefully read the decision notice in full before any work begins.

The majority of planning decisions have conditions attached. Some conditions request 
further information that requires approval by the Local Planning Authority before any 



development takes place (‘pre-commencement’). All conditions are set out on the decision 
notice.

Under Section 7 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, it is 
a criminal offence to carry out unauthorised works to a listed building. Under Section 9 of 
the Act, a person shall be guilty of an offence should they fail to comply with any condition 
attached to the consent.

How do I discharge the conditions

Please note that the process takes up to eight weeks from the date the Local Planning 
Authority receives a valid application. Therefore it important to plan ahead and allow plenty 
of time before work is due to commence.

You need to fill in a form to submit your request to discharge conditions, and accompany 
the relevant details/samples. You can download the necessary form by using the following 
link: https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org 

Alternatively you can submit an application to discharge the conditions through the 
Government’s Planning Portal website: https://www.planningportal.co.uk/applications. 
Please note, The Planning Portal refers to it as ‘Approval of details reserved by a 
condition’.

When the required information has been submitted you will receive a reference and an 
acknowledgement letter. Once the Local Planning Authority is satisfied that the 
requirement of the condition have been met you will receive a formal notification that the 
conditions have been discharged.

Appeals against conditions

You should also be aware that the applicant has the right to appeal against any conditions 
attached to this Notice, please see https://www.gov.uk/planning-inspectorate for details.  If 
you are concerned about any condition you should contact the case officer in the first 
instance for advice.

Yours sincerely 

SJ Kelly
Joint Director For Planning & Economic Development For
Cambridge & South Cambridgeshire 

https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/applications
https://www.gov.uk/planning-inspectorate
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South Cambridgeshire District Council
Town & Country Planning Act 1990

Notice of Planning Permission
Subject to conditions

Reference 21/02173/FUL
Date of Decision 14 April 2022   

Ms Donna Clarke
Origin Power Services Limited
214 Bravington Road
London
W9 3AP

The Council hereby GRANTS Planning Permission for:

Installation of a renewable energy led generating station comprising of ground-mounted 
solar arrays, associated electricity generation infrastructure and other ancillary 
infrastructure comprising of storage containers, access tracks, fencing, gates and CCTV 
together with the creation of a woodland, landscaping and biodiversity enhancements

at

Land To The North-East Of Childerley Farm  Childerley Estate Childerley CB23 8BA

In accordance with your application received on 11 May 2021 and the plans, drawings and 
documents which form part of the application.

Conditions

 1 The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three 
years from the date of this permission. 
Reason: In accordance with the requirements of Section 91 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended by Section 51 of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004). 

 2 The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the 
approved plans as listed on this decision notice. 
Reason: In the interests of good planning, for the avoidance of doubt and to 
facilitate any future application to the Local Planning Authority under Section 73 of 
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

 3 The local planning authority shall be notified in writing within 14 days of the date of 
first operational use of the development. The development, hereby permitted, shall 
be removed and the land restored to its former condition or to a condition to be 
specified and agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority on or before 37 
years from the date of the first operational use of the development or in accordance 
with an alternative phasing plan agreed in writing by the local planning authority but 
in any event no later than one year following the date on which the site has ceased 
to be in continuous use for energy generation. 



Reason: Approval of the proposal on a permanent basis would be contrary to Policy 
CC/2 and NH/3 of the Local Plan 2018. 

 4 Notwithstanding the submitted Outline Decommissioning and Restoration Plan 
(April 2021), no less than 1 year prior to the expiry of the temporary permission and 
the decommissioning of the development hereby approved, a detailed 
decommissioning plan shall be submitted to the Local Planning Authority for 
approval. This shall detail how the equipment is to be removed from the site, how 
the land is to be returned to its former condition and shall be accompanied by a 
construction traffic management plan and environmental/biodiversity mitigation 
measures. The decommissioning shall be carried out in accordance with the 
approved details.   
Reason: The application site lies in the open countryside and it is mportant that 
once the development has ceased the site is brought back  
into a full agricultural use in accordance with Policy CC/2 and NH/3 of the Local 
Plan 2018.

 5 Prior to first operational use of the solar farm hereby permitted, the construction 
compound hereby approved shall be fully removed from the site and the land 
replaced with woodland planting in accordance with the Proposed Mitigation, 
Landscape and Ecology Enhancements Drawing No. AW0106-PL-002 Rev B. 
Reason: Approval of the compound on a more permanent basis would be contrary 
to Policy CC/2 and NH/2 of the Local Plan 2018.

 6 No laying of services, creation of hard surfaces or erection of a building shall 
commence until a detailed design of the surface water drainage of the site has been 
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Those 
elements of the surface water drainage system not adopted by a statutory 
undertaker shall thereafter be maintained and managed in accordance with the 
approved management and maintenance plan.
The scheme shall be based upon the principles within the agreed Filter Drain 
Elevation Detail prepared by Statkraft (ref: SKUKX-STARG-000-213.1B) dated 6 
September 2021 and shall also include:
a) Full calculations detailing the existing surface water runoff rates for the QBAR, 
3.3% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP) (1 in 30) and 1% AEP (1 in 100) storm 
events;
b) Full results of the proposed drainage system modelling in the above-referenced 
storm events (as well as 1% AEP plus climate change), inclusive of all collection, 
conveyance, storage, flow control and disposal elements and including an 
allowance for urban creep, together with an assessment of system performance;
c) Detailed drawings of the entire proposed surface water drainage system, 
attenuation and flow control measures, including levels, gradients, dimensions and 
pipe reference numbers, designed to accord with the CIRIA C753 SuDS Manual (or 
any equivalent guidance that may supersede or replace it);
d) Full detail on SuDS proposals (including location, type, size, depths, side slopes 
and cross sections);
e) Details of overland flood flow routes in the event of system exceedance, with 
demonstration that such flows can be appropriately managed on site without 
increasing flood risk to occupants;
f) Demonstration that the surface water drainage of the site is in accordance with 
DEFRA nonstatutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems;
g) Full details of the maintenance/adoption of the surface water drainage system;
h) Permissions to connect to a receiving watercourse or sewer;
Reason: To ensure that the proposed development can be adequately drained and 
to ensure that there is no increased flood risk on or off site resulting from the 
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proposed development in accordance with Policies CC/7, CC/8 and CC/9 of the 
Local Plan 2018.

 7 No development, including preparatory works, shall commence until details of 
measures indicating how additional surface water run-off from the site will be 
avoided during the construction works have been submitted to and approved in 
writing by the Local Planning Authority. The applicant may be required to provide 
collection, balancing and/or settlement systems for these flows. The approved 
measures and systems shall be brought into operation before any works to create 
buildings or hard surfaces commence.
Reason: To ensure surface water is managed appropriately during the construction 
phase of the development, so as not to increase the flood risk to adjacent 
land/properties or occupied properties within the development itself; recognising 
that initial works to prepare the site could bring about unacceptable impacts, in 
accordance with Policies CC/7, CC/8 and CC/9 of the Local Plan 2018.

 8 No development shall commence (including demolition, ground works, vegetation 
clearance) until a Construction Ecological Management Plan (CEcMP) has been 
submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. The CEcMP 
shall include the following:
a) Risk assessment of potentially damaging construction activities.
b) Identification of biodiversity protection zones.
c) Practical measures (both physical measures and sensitive working practices) to 
avoid or reduce impacts during construction (may be provided as a set of method 
statements).
d) The location and timings of sensitive works to avoid harm to biodiversity features.
e) The times during construction when specialist ecologists need to be present on 
site to oversee works.
f) Responsible persons and lines of communication.
g) The role and responsibilities on site of an ecological clerk of works (ECoW) or 
similarly competent person.
h) Use of protective fences, exclusion barriers and warning signs if applicable.
The approved CEcMP shall be adhered to and implemented throughout the 
construction period strictly in accordance with the approved details.
Reason: To ensure that before any development commences appropriate 
construction ecological management plan has been agreed to fully conserve and 
enhance ecological interests in accordance with Policy NH/4 the Local Plan 2018 
and Biodiversity SPD 2022.

 9 Prior to the installation of the solar arrays, a Landscape and Ecological 
Management Plan (LEMP) shall be submitted to, and approved in writing by, the 
local planning authority. The content of the LEMP shall include the following:
a) Description and evaluation of features to be managed.
b) Ecological trends and constraints on site that might influence management.
c) Aims and objectives of management, including how a minimum of 10% in 
biodiversity net gain will be achieved.
d) Appropriate management options for achieving aims and objectives.
e) Prescriptions for management actions.
f) Prescription of a work schedule (including an annual work plan capable of being 
rolled forward over the operational lifetime of the development).
g) Details of the body or organisation responsible for implementation of the plan.
h) Ongoing monitoring and remedial measures.
The LEMP shall also include details of the legal and funding mechanism(s) by 
which the long-term implementation of the plan will be secured by the developer 
with the management body(ies) responsible for its delivery. The plan shall also set 



out (where the results form monitoring show that conservation aims and objectives 
of the LEMP are not being met) contingencies and/or remedial action will be 
identified, agreed and implemented so that the development still delivers the fully 
functioning biodiversity objectives of the originally approved scheme. The approved 
plan will be implemented in accordance with the approved details.
Reason: To conserve and enhance protected species and habitats in accordance 
with Policy NH/4 of the South Cambs Local Plan 2018 and the Biodiversity SPD 
2022.

10 The soft landscaping works shall be carried out in accordance with the Proposed 
Mitigation, Landscape and Ecology Enhancements Drawing No. AW0106-PL-002 
Rev B. All hard and soft landscape works shall be carried out and maintained in 
accordance with the approved details. The works shall be carried out prior to first 
operational use of the solar farm or in accordance with a programme agreed in 
writing with the Local Planning Authority. If within a period of five years from the 
date of the planting, or replacement planting, any tree or plant is removed, uprooted 
or destroyed or dies, another tree or plant of the same species and size as that 
originally planted shall be planted at the same place as soon as is reasonably 
practicable, unless the Local Planning Authority gives its written consent to any 
variation.
Reason: To ensure the development is satisfactorily assimilated into the area and 
enhances biodiversity in accordance with Policies HQ/1 and NH/4 of the South 
Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2018.

11 Notwithstanding the approved details, no PV panels shall be installed above ground 
level until there has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority a plan indicating the positions, design, materials and type of 
boundary treatments to be erected. The boundary treatment shall be completed in 
accordance with the approved details prior to the first operational use of the solar 
farm and retained as approved thereafter. 
Reason: To ensure an appropriate boundary treatment is implemented in the 
interests of visual amenity in accordance with Policies HQ/1 and NH/4 of the South 
Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2018.

12 Before any works on site commence a detailed Arboricultural Method Statement 
and Tree Protection Strategy shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the 
Local Authority, including details of timing of events, protective fencing and ground 
protection measures. This should comply with BS5837. The tree protection 
measures shall be installed in accordance with the approved tree protection 
strategy before any works commence on site. The tree protection measures shall 
remain in place throughout the construction period and may only be removed 
following completion of all construction works.
Reason: To ensure that protected hedgerows and important trees are protected 
during the course of construction in accordance with Policy NH/4 of the Local Plan 
2018.

13 No construction or demolition work shall be carried out and no construction-related 
plant or power operated machinery operated other than between the following 
hours: 0800 hours and 1800 hours on Monday to Friday, 0800 hours and 1300 
hours on Saturday and at no time on Sundays, Bank or Public Holidays, unless 
otherwise previously agreed in writing with the Local Planning Authority.
Reason: To protect the amenity of the nearby residents in accordance with Policy 
CC/6 of the Local Plan 2018.

14 The routing of all construction and maintenance vehicles shall be from the 
Childerley Estate to the south of the application site as detailed within the submitted 
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Construction Traffic Management Plan V7 and in Appendix F (Drawing SK04 and 
SK07). 
Reason: To ensure that that the routing of vehicles have acceptable highway safety 
and operation impacts in accordance with TI/2 and CC/6 of the Local Plan 2018. 

15 No development shall commence until the applicant has implemented a programme 
of archaeological work that follows the principles of the approved document 
Childerley Solar Farm Archaeological Mitigation Strategy (Headland Archaeology 
v1.9) and has been secured in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation 
(WSI) that has been submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority in 
writing. For land that is included within the WSI, no development shall take place 
other than under the provisions of the agreed WSI, which shall include:
a) The statement of archaeological significance and research objectives;
b) The programme, methodology and timetable of fieldwork and the nomination of a 
competent person(s) or organisation to undertake the agreed works;
c) Implementation of fieldwork;
d) A post-excavation assessment report to be submitted within six months of the 
completion of fieldwork;
e) An analytical archive report to be completed within two years of the completion of 
fieldwork and submission of a draft publication report (as necessary);
f) Preparation of the physical and digital archaeological archives for deposition at 
accredited stores approved by the Local Planning Authority.

Partial discharge of the condition can be applied for once the fieldwork at Part c) 
has been completed to enable the commencement of development and the 
continuation of the post-fieldwork components of the WSI.
Part e) of the condition shall not be discharged until all elements have been fulfilled 
in accordance with the programme set out in the WSI.

Reason: To safeguard archaeological assets within the approved development 
boundary from impacts relating to any demolitions or groundworks associated with 
the development scheme and to ensure the proper and timely preservation and/or 
investigation, recording, reporting, archiving and presentation of archaeological 
assets affected by this development, in accordance with national policies contained 
in the National Planning Policy Framework (MHCLG 2021) and Policy NH/14 of the 
Local Plan 2018.

16 Prior to any construction access alterations, the mitigation measures as detailed 
within Section 7 of the submitted Construction Traffic Management Plan V7 shall be 
implemented and retained as such during the construction phase.
Reason: To ensure that that the setting of the Listed Park and Buildings are not 
adversely impacted in accordance with Policy NH/14 of the Local Plan 2018.

17 Within one year of the first operational use of the solar farm, a Grazing 
Management Plan (GMP) shall be submitted to the Local Planning Authority. The 
GMP shall detail which parts of the site shall be used for the grazing of livestock, 
during which months of the year, and it shall set out details of how the grazing is to 
be managed. Any changes to the GMP during the lifetime of the permission shall be 
submitted to the Local Planning Authority for approval, and shall not be carried out 
except in accordance with that approval. Within three years of the first operational 
use of the solar farm, the grazing of livestock shall commence on the site in 
accordance with the GMP.
Reason: To ensure that part of the site remains in agricultural (grazing) use in 
accordance with Policy CC/2 and NH/3 of the Local Plan 2018.



Informatives

 1 Constructions or alterations within an ordinary watercourse (temporary or 
permanent) require consent from the Lead Local Flood Authority under the Land 
Drainage Act 1991. Ordinary watercourses include every river, drain, stream, ditch, 
dyke, sewer (other than public sewer) and passage through which water flows that 
do not form part of Main Rivers (Main Rivers are regulated by the Environment 
Agency). The applicant should refer to Cambridgeshire County Council's Culvert 
Policy for further guidance: https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/planning-
and-development/water-minerals-andwaste/watercourse-management/
Please note the council does not regulate ordinary watercourses in Internal 
Drainage Board areas.

 2 Surface water and groundwater bodies are highly vulnerable to pollution and the 
impact of construction activities. It is essential that the risk of pollution (particularly 
during the construction phase) is considered and mitigated appropriately. It is 
important to remember that flow within the watercourse is likely to vary by season 
and it could be dry at certain times throughout the year. Dry watercourses should 
not be overlooked as these watercourses may flow or even flood following heavy 
rainfall.

 3 As part of the decommissioning of the photovoltaic arrays, all below ground cables 
should be removed as electrical cables contain insulation oils which, if left to 
degrade within the ground, could lead to localised contamination of soils and 
potential leaching to the local water environment.

 4 We would encourage the inclusion of measures within the development to reduce 
the impact of channelised flows and promote the infiltration of water into the ground.
o Siting solar arrays along ground contours (wherever possible) such that water 
flow between rows is dispersed evenly beneath them
o Incorporating bunds, filter drains or other measures to interrupt flows of water 
between rows of solar arrays to disperse water flows over the surface and promote 
infiltration into the soils.
o Incorporate wide grassed filter strips at the downstream side of blocks of solar 
arrays and maintain the grass at a long length to interrupt water flows and promote 
infiltration.
o Incorporate gravel filled filter drains or swales to help infiltrate run-off (where 
ground conditions allow).
Where parts of the site area are developed with impermeable surfaces, e.g. asphalt 
and concrete access roads and hardstanding, flows should be collected within a 
formalised drainage system, which may require attenuation with a controlled outflow 
before discharge to an identified discharge location or soakaway (where ground 
conditions allow).
Alternatively, access roads could be constructed using permeable surfacing 
techniques (e.g. a proprietary grass paving system) which would not require 
additional formal drainage.
Other areas accessed by machinery should be maintained to ensure rutting of the 
surface is managed and repaired where necessary. These ruts in themselves can 
collect water into channelised flow paths.

 5 Public Rights of Way must remain open and unobstructed at all times. Building 
materials must not be stored on Public Rights of Way and contractors' vehicles 
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must not be parked on it (it is an offence under s 137 of the Highways Act 1980 to 
obstruct a public Highway).
Landowners are reminded that it is their responsibility to maintain boundaries, 
including trees, hedges and fences adjacent to Public Rights of way, and that any 
transfer of land should account for any such boundaries (s154 Highways Act 1980).
The granting of planning permission does not entitle a developer to obstruct a 
Public Right of Way (Circular 1/09 para 7.1).

 
Plans and drawings

This decision notice relates to the following drawings: 

Reference/Document/Drawing Title Date 
Received

SCUKX-STARG-000-213.1B  19.10.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-213.1  19.10.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-201.2  02.02.2022
AW0106-PL-002 Rev B  17.11.2021
CTP-20-810 SK01  11.05.2021
CTP-20-810 SK02  11.05.2021
CTP-20-810 SK04  11.05.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-100M  19.10.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-140.1F  11.05.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-140F  11.05.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-150A  22.03.2022
SCUKX-STARG-000-200C  11.05.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-201.1  11.05.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-201A  11.05.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-202A  11.05.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-203.1D  11.05.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-203B  11.05.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-204A  11.05.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-213B  11.05.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-250C  11.05.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-281  11.05.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-282B  11.05.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-283E  04.04.2022
SCUKX-STARG-000-284B  11.05.2021
SCUKX-STARG-000-284C  11.05.2021

It is important the development is carried out fully in accordance with these plans.  If you 
are an agent, please ensure that your client has a copy of them and that they are also 
passed to the contractor carrying out the development.  A copy of the approved plan(s) 
is/are kept on the planning application file.



Authorisation

Authorised by:

SJ Kelly
Joint Director For Planning & Economic Development For
Cambridge & South Cambridgeshire 

South Cambridgeshire Hall
Cambourne Business Park
Cambourne
Cambridge
CB23 6EA

Date the decision was made: 14 April 2022
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Working with the applicant

The LPA positively encourages pre-application discussions. Details of this advice service 
can be found at https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org. If a proposed development 
requires revisions to make it acceptable the LPA will provide an opinion as to how this 
might be achieved. The LPA will work with the applicant to advise on what information is 
necessary for the submission of an application and what additional information might help 
to minimise the need for planning conditions. When an application is acceptable, but 
requires further details, conditions will be used to make a development acceptable. Joint 
Listed Building and Planning decisions will be issued together. Where applications are 
refused clear reasons for refusal will identify why a development is unacceptable and will 
help the applicant to determine whether and how the proposal might be revised to make it 
acceptable. 

In relation to this application, it was considered and the process managed in accordance with 
paragraph 38 of the National Planning Policy Framework.

General Notes

This decision notice does not convey any approval or consent which may be required 
under any enactment, bye-law, order or regulation other than Section 57 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990.

Your attention is specifically drawn to the requirements of the Equality Act 2010 and the 
Equality Act (Disability) regulations 2010, the British Standards Institution BS8300:2009 
“Design of Buildings and their approaches to meet the needs of disabled people – Code of 
Practice” and to Approved Document ‘M’ “Access to and use of buildings”, volumes 1 and 
2 of the Building Regulations 2010 and to Approved Document ‘B’ “Fire Safety”, volumes 1 
and 2 of the Building Regulations 2010, in request of guidance on means of escape for 
disabled people.  The development should comply with these requirements as applicable

It is an offence under Section 171 of the Highways Act 1980 to temporarily deposit building 
materials, rubbish or other things on the public highway or make a temporary excavation 
on it without the written consent of the Highway Authority.  The Highway Authority may 
give its consent subject to such conditions as it thinks fit.

The applicant is reminded that under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981(Section 1) (as 
amended) it is an offence to take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that 
nest is in use or being built. Trees and scrub are likely to contain nesting birds between 1 
March and 31 August. Trees within the application should be assumed to contain nesting 
birds between the above dates unless a survey has shown it is absolutely certain that 
nesting birds are not present.

Building Regulations

Your planning application may also require Building Regulations consent. Please follow 
the link below for more information and to make your application or call us on 0300 
7729622 to discuss your project.

www.3csharedservices.org/building-control/what-are-building-regulations/

https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/
https://www.3csharedservices.org/building-control/what-are-building-regulations/


Appeals to the Secretary of State

The applicant has a right to appeal to the Secretary of State against any conditions of this planning 
permission, under Section 78 of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990.  The appeal must be 
made on a form which may be obtained from: 

The Planning Inspectorate,
Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol. BS1 6PN 
Telephone 0303 444 5000 or visit 
https://www.gov.uk/planning-inspectorate

If an enforcement notice is or has been served relating to the same or substantially the same land 
and development as in your application and if you want to appeal against your local planning 
authority’s decision on your application, then you must do so within: 28 days of the date of service 
of the enforcement notice, OR within 6 months (12 weeks in the case of a householder or minor 
commercial appeal) of the date of this notice, whichever period expires earlier.

The Secretary of State can allow a longer period for giving notice of an appeal, but he will not 
normally be prepared to use this power unless there are special circumstances which excuse the 
delay in giving notice of appeal.

The Secretary of State need not consider an appeal if it seems to him that the Local Planning 
Authority could not have granted planning permission for the proposed development or could not 
have granted it without the conditions they imposed, having regard to the statutory requirements, 
to the provisions of any development order and to any directions given under a development order.

In practice, the Secretary of State does not refuse to consider appeals solely because the Local 
Planning Authority based their decision on a direction given by him.

Purchase Notices

If the Local Planning Authority or the Secretary of State grants permission subject to conditions the 
owner may claim that he/she can neither put the land to a reasonably beneficial use in its existing 
state nor render the land capable of a reasonably beneficial use by the carrying out of any 
development which has been or would be permitted.  In these circumstances the owner may serve 
a purchase notice on the Council to purchase his interest in the land in accordance with the 
provisions of Part VI of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

Before starting work

It is important that all conditions, particularly pre-commencement conditions, are fully complied 
with, and where appropriate, discharged prior to the implementation of the development. Failure to 
discharge such conditions may invalidate the planning permission granted. The development must 
be carried out fully in accordance with the requirements of any details approved by condition.

Street Naming and Numbering

In order to obtain an official postal address, any new buildings should be formally registered with 
South Cambridgeshire District Council. Unregistered addresses cannot be passed to Royal Mail for 
allocation of postcodes. 

Applicants can find additional information, a scale of charges and an application form at 
www.scambs.gov.uk/snn.  Alternatively, applicants can contact the Address Management Team: 
call 08450 450 500 or email address.management@scambs.gov.uk. 

Please note new addresses cannot be assigned by the Council until the footings of any new 
buildings are in place.

Third Party Rights to challenge a planning decision

Currently there are no third party rights of appeal through the planning system against a decision of 

https://www.gov.uk/planning-inspectorate
www.scambs.gov.uk/snn
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a Local Planning Authority.  Therefore, if you have concerns about a planning application and 
permission is granted, you cannot appeal that decision.

Any challenge under current legislation would have to be made outside the planning system 
through a process called Judicial Review.

A ‘claim for judicial review’ includes a claim to review the lawfulness of a decision, action or failure 
to act in relation to the exercise of a public function, in this case, a planning decision.  The court’s 
permission to proceed is required in a claim for Judicial Review.  A claim for Judicial Review is 
dealt with by the Administrative Court and if leave to judicially review a planning decision is 
granted, the Judicial Review will be decided by a judge at the High Court. 

An application to Judicial Review a decision must be made within 6 weeks of the decision about 
which you have a grievance being made.  For further information on judicial review and the contact 
details for the Administrative Courts, please go to http://www.justice.gov.uk/

 

http://www.justice.gov.uk/

